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the segments of the calyx are egg-shaped, acute ; 
the leaves are situated alternately on the stem, 
wrinkled and veined, and the blossom is beauti- 
fully spotted in the inside. The plant takes its 
name from digitabulum, a thimble. Throughout 
hilly and rocky counties and sub-alpine districts 
this flower blooms on road sides and waste land. 
It is very common in Monmouthshire, where va- 
rieties with white blossoms are sometimes found. 
It is found in Yorkshire, and is a favourite flower 
in Devonshire, but is not often met with in eastern 
parts. 

“ Upon the sunny bank 

The Foxglove rears its pyramid of bells, 

Gloriously freckled, purpled and white, the flower 
That cheers Devonia’s fields, and by its side 
Another, that, in her maternal clime 
Scarce shuts its eye on Austral suns, and wakes 
And smiles on Winter oft the primrose, hail’d 
By all who live.” 

The Foxglove has long been a famous remedy 
in many disorders, and it is equally famed for the 
dangerous effects which have arisen from its in- 
cautious use, it is therefore necessary that its pro- 
perties should be known ; and we may say with the 
friend of Damon, 

“ Thou shalt cull me simples, and shall teach 
Thy friend the name and healing powers of each, 
From the tall blue bell to the dwarfish weed, 

What the dry land, and what the marshes feed.” 
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It has a bitter, nauseous, and virulent flavour ; 
In medicine it is generally used in the form of a 
tincture, and possesses the power of suddenly re- 
ducing the pulse, which in many disorders is ne- 
cessary for the safety of the patient. 

THE MONKSWOOD OR WOLFSBANE. 

( Aconitum napellus.) 

Class, Polyandria. Order, Fentagynia. N. O., Ra- 
nnnculacese. 

Most of the species of Aconite are considered 
poisonous. The ancients had so great a fear of 
its fatal effects, that they would not touch the 
plants; and hence many superstitious cautions 
arose as to the manner of gathering them. They 
pretended to have a method of preparing the poi- 
son so that it should not destroy its victim until 
the expiration of two years. We have only the 
species above named growing wild ; it bears a sin- 
gular formed blossom, of dark blue colour, and in 
shape resembles a man’s head with a helmet on ; 
the leaves are wedge shaped, much cut into divi- 
sions, and each blossom is divided into five irregu- 
lar pieces. Bowring alludes to the poisonous pro- 
perties of the Monks wood in the following lines s 

“ And such is man— a soil that breeds 
Or sweetest flowers, or vilest weeds $ 




